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Ihe .': Oﬁmﬂr w

. e \/\/g' ningten, D.C. area has a dense
SONCENT ation ol 800-MHz Motorola
L m;gae systems.

NEIgr bormg jurisdictions directly program
= their subscribers with mutual aid radio
= *reseurces

i

s There is a complex web of interconnected
radio systems.
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Maryland—Washington, DC-Virginia-Delaware
800 MHz Voice Radio Interoperability Web
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Trig Meifoeelitelg Washington Council’ of
EOVEMENTS Police Communications

Su 0)ci6 'mlttee

=

E: |st|ng protocols and agreements mandated
.-f-fhe Use of plain speech when involved In
~ mutual aid communications

- — Subcommittee debated whether it was
realistic to expect the existing policy to be
successfully implemented under stress
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o Ice Commumca

sion| tended! to focus onl ‘national
y ‘events rather than everyday cross-
/interaction

e belleved that the continued use of

des was not a problem because police

ould not use codes for the types of

" communications that would be needed in such
a major event
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oLcie POlICE agencies use different codes
UIEIESOmE local agencies

=lin si me cases they are separated by different
Al dio) technology

“"-—-— el

= —-ﬁ1 ethers they share a single radio system but
—— ~ use different codes

& Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority Police

e U.S. Park Police
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PNIIE discussion was expanded to include
retelje Lrn age other than 10-codes
BABhreviations, acronyms

= Response codes
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JIVEy of agencies fevealed little
ommonJ ty among existing 10-codes
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olgial Propesal

SMMESSUbcommittee considered 3 options
=Statiis QUO

BY[Fplaini speech

= —Ali nited set of standardized L.E. codes
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~ = The 3™ option was approved by a majority
~ of the subcommittee and the Police Chiefs
committee endorsed moving forward with
this approach.
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Trie r“b ig,’_;'codes—)""

> A v\/or} 0 gleup considered the difficulty
I @ 'tioning agencies from one set of
J(lrlv- 0 anoether and the potential for
‘g 5 ommunlcatlons resulting for different
= eanmgs of old & new codes

ﬁ—
The result was the development of a list of
codes with a “12” prefix to differentiate
them from any codes In use Iin the region.
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Fhal Result .. J’

T he prioposal for standardized codes was
sendoned when a major regional agency
Le). pposed the re-training of that
ys personnel

% As a result the project was re-worked as a
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= ?rfon -pinding proposal recommending all
~agencies adopt plain speech radio
protocols
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SAENVentgemeny County, MDrPaelice
PERZNtMeEnt has an 800 MHz radio system
yWiigl el —ect access to neighboring

ﬂ_lf dlctlons

J ~ s VID- Howard County, Carroll County, Frederick
— County

® DC- Metropolitan Police

® \/A- Alexandria, Arlington County, Fairfax County,
\Y/AAVZAVAS



1/ OIitg( ery %HW«ME} —_—

SV Elylana StaterPelice: Reckville barracks are
ISErSIof tne Montgomery County radio system

l\/lom'rr emeny County Police and several allied
C|pal agencies use a set of radio codes

— aIed 10, but distinct from, most variations of
-the APCO code list

- Prince George’s County, MD (not 800 MHz) uses
a separate distinct set of codes

® Some users have P.G. County radios for direct
communications
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SeeImmittee fiormed includimg field

Ersennel, dispatch personnel

BRRBViewed existing codes and pared list
‘:,EIEQ 10 those deemed essential

Ee'é.ult was a reduction from 31 10-codes
~ and 24 other ‘status’ codes to 4 codes.

— 3 uniqgue codes retained

— 1 new code adopted (officer in trouble)
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Ir) clefefit] 0N Lo eliminating codes

— QIIJAJ Jere adepted prohibiting the use of
IEPOr t clearance codes in dispatching call
Y es Or classifying lookouts

== aée codes for lookouts and NCIC checks
--r-"f‘-_--r- were restricted to plain speech NCIC race
- codes with other plain speech descriptors as

appropriate




SUIEED Jgs ¢ fioul-up makes It hard to
JLJEU@ fitial reception by the field

o -md@_:v an Immediate reaction calling
jor-reversal that quickly subsided.
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SEIOICEMENt Of plain’speech policies will
CSOMUNUE to be an issue
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